Dear Prime Minister, José Sócrates

28 June 2007

In recent months the EU’s negotiations for Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) with
the ACP countries have entered a critical phase and the European Commission (EC) has
now made detailed proposals for EPA texts in all ACP regions. There is increasing pressure
from the EC for a deal to be struck before the expiry of the WTO waiver in six months time.
This pressure is exacerbated by the EC’s threat to raise tariffs on ACP exports if a deal is not
completed by the end of this year. As the EPA negotiations move towards their climax, we
are deeply concerned to ensure that the livelihoods and future of millions of poor people are
placed at the core of the negotiations, and that these priorities are not sacrificed in the
interests of meeting the deadline.
The conclusions adopted in May of this year by, respectively the EU Council and the Joint
ACP-EU Council, reiterated commitments to sustainable development and poverty
eradication, but all the signs emanating from the negotiations suggest that these
commitments are not being honoured in the negotiating room. Analysis of the EC’s proposed
texts shows they go far further than what is required for conformity with WTO rules, and are
in many ways antithetical to development. This concern applies, for instance, to services and
to the other trade-related issues that the European negotiators continue to push forward
despite the right of ACP countries to choose whether or not to negotiate them. For example,
on 25th May 2007, the Financial Times published an open letter from a group of worldrenowned intellectual property experts to the European Commission, arguing that the EC’s
EPA proposals on intellectual property would ‘retard rather than foster their [ACP countries’]
social and economic improvement’.
Europe is also failing to put development at the heart of its market access requests. Although
EU member states agree on the need to support regional integration among ACP countries,
the negotiating position of the EC could result in the opposite. Europe has achieved regional

integration by protecting and promoting its regional market, and supporting producers in
agriculture and industry to become competitive. Yet, it is exactly such measures that are
being denied to the ACP regions. They are being asked to open their regional markets to the
EU before their producers and regional markets have had the opportunity to mature.
As the deadline approaches there is immense pressure to conclude negotiations.
Assurances from both sides that the EPAs “will be concluded in time” appear to ignore the
great amount of work that still lies ahead. The issues on the table are complex, and given the
impact they could have on the development of the world’s poorest countries they must be
thoroughly analysed and debated. To date this has not happened: texts and commitments
have not thoroughly been examined or discussed by impartial experts, at national
government level nor by relevant stakeholders, including especially farmers’ organisations,
trade unions and the business sector.
There are clear steps that EU countries could and should adopt to ensure that development
is given the priority it requires:
 First, Prime Minister, we urge you to make use of your Presidency to champion a
thorough assessment and democratic debate of the various texts on the table.
 Secondly, we reiterate that the EU should stop insisting on a reciprocal agreement
on market access for goods as well as on the inclusion of new issues such as
investment, competition policy and government procurement, or of WTO-plus
provisions for services and intellectual property rights in any trade arrangement with
ACP countries. We recall the EU Council's commitment of 15th May 2007 to "fully
respect the right of all ACP States and regions to determine the best policies for their
development."
 Thirdly, in line with the request of ACP Ministers (their conclusions of 24th May 2007)
EU member states should comply with their legal obligation and immediately make a
formal commitment that higher tariffs will not be imposed and trade will not be
disrupted if an EPA is not in place at the end of the year. They should, further,
acknowledge that, as demonstrated by recent analysis, technically feasible solutions
are available that conform to WTO rules. All that is needed is for EU member states
to demonstrate the political will and leadership to do this.
 Finally, we urge you to ensure that, regardless of the outcome of the negotiations,
EU member states make and follow through commitments on additional aid to
address the supply side constraints of the ACP countries and to strengthen ACP
local and regional markets. The provision of this aid must be grounded in the
principles of the Paris declaration of country ownership and mutual accountability.
We welcome the priority given to development in the Portuguese Presidency’s agenda, and ,
particularly the focus on the relationship between the EU and Africa. With that in mind we call
on your Presidency to ensure coherence between the EU’s expressed commitment to
Africa’s development and the manner and content of the EPA negotiations. We are deeply
concerned that on their current trajectory, the EPA negotiations risk jeopardising rather than
fostering development and thereby undermining the development aspirations of the draft
EU-Africa strategy.

We look forward to a Portuguese Presidency actively working for sustainable development
and to further exchanges on these matters.

Yours sincerely,

Signed,
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Italian Support Committee for the Farmers' Movement in Africa, Italy
Jovem +, Portugal
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